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• By being rich he had possessions

• By being young he had potential and 
possibilities

• And by being a ruler he had power



If you have riches you can lose 
them

If you have fame it can fly away

If you have a name someone can 
stain it

BUT!!  If you have Jesus you have 
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And, behold, 
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what good thing 
shall I do, that I 

may have 
eternal life?
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• The right motive

• The right attitude

• He asked the right question
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an altogether Christian!
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• An almost Christian goes part of the 
way but not all the way!

• An almost Christian is willing to 
sacrifice some things but not 
everything

• An almost Christian will go to church 
but he has problems with being 
committed
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This young man did not just come to 
an evangelist; he came to the 
source of eternal life



1 John 5:11

And this is the record, that God 
hath given to us eternal life, and 

this life is in his Son.
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And Jesus said unto him, Why callest 
thou me good? there is none good but 

one, that is, God. 
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Isaiah 9:6

For unto us a child is born, 
unto us a son is given… and 

his name shall be called 
Wonderful, Counsellor, The 

mighty God, The everlasting 
Father, The Prince of Peace.



Matthew 19:17 but if thou wilt 
enter into life, keep the 
commandments. 
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• Jesus revealed nothing of himself

• He did not invite the man to believe

• He did not ask for a decision

• He did not pray

• Instead He erected a wall in front of him, 
which drew the young man to a sudden stop.



Because if a person 
could keep the law all 
his life, dotting the ‘I’
and crossing the ‘T’, 
he would be perfect, 

sinless!
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• The law cannot justify 
anyone. 

• It convicts man of sin. 

• But it cannot 
emancipate man from 
sin.

• It is not a means of 
salvation.

• It is a standard for 
Christian living.

•

• The law cannot justify 
anyone. 

• It convicts man of sin. 

• But it cannot 
emancipate man from 
sin.

• It is not a means of 
salvation.

• It is a standard for 
Christian living.

•



• In answering the guy’s 
question Jesus preached Law 
to him.



• Matthew 19:18 He saith unto him, Which? 
Jesus said, Thou shalt do no murder, Thou 
shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not 
steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, 

• Matthew 19:19 Honour thy father and thy
mother: and, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 
thyself. 
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All these things 
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He claims to have 
kept all these 
commandments 
and yet he was 
not satisfied.



There is no way a man can be 
saved, if he clings to his self 
righteous attitude



Psychological needs

An absence of joy

A yearning for happiness



Salvation is for 
sinners who 

come to God for 
forgiveness.



And the one who preaches 
cannot dismiss or omit the 
fact that God hates sin and 

punishes the sinner. 
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heard that saying, he went 
away sorrowful: for he had 

great possessions.
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And Jesus answered and said, Verily 
I say unto you, There is no man that 

hath left house, or brethren, or 
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or children, or lands, for my sake, 
and the gospel's,
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But he shall receive an 
hundredfold now in this 
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and mothers, and 
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persecutions; and in the 

world to come eternal 
life.
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Romans 5:8

But God commendeth 
his love toward us, in 

that, while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for 

us.
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